Deputation – Middle Childhood Matters Coalition Toronto
Community Development and Recreation Committee
October 17th, 2012
The Middle Childhood Matters Coalition’s Toronto group of 35 concerned social service agencies and community members have been committed to working together with parents since 2003 to increase access to high quality out-of-school programs for all children ages 6–12 in Toronto.

Our vision is for Toronto to have a comprehensive, integrated, and accessible system of programs and services for all children to enhance their optimal development and to strengthen families.

Ask: More accessible and high quality out-of-school programs for children 6-12. 
Congratulations on the strategy, guiding principles, of this strategy.  We also want to thank Children’s Services for including the Coalition in the development of An Opportunity for Every Child research report and this strategy. 
We urge council to adopt the Middle Childhood Strategy and use it to guide policy development, integrated system planning, as well as the design and delivery of out-of-school time programming for children aged six to12.
179,205 children in this age group across the city of Toronto.  
Toronto children continue to struggle with obesity and mental health concerns, while 1 in 3 children in our city live in poverty which is increasingly racialized as seen in Dr. Hulchanski’s Three Cities research. 
Our City is also struggling with issues of violence. We urge City Council not to look for solutions in law and order which can further isolate but in the community – in programming and services. We need safe, high quality, age appropriate and resiliency-enhancing programs that offer Toronto children a place to in their middle childhood years to develop into confident and dynamic youth with the skills and connections that help them to make better choices.
We believe that out-of-school programs are the best place to ensure this enhanced resiliency. 
But as we continue to see Full Day Kindergarden be implemented in schools – parents will lose their access to subsidies for their school aged children. 
And as the City and School Boards continue to increase permit fees at alarming rates of 65% + - non-licensed programs offered by not-for-profits will continue to disappear. Although it is hard to track at this point, we are hearing from local groups that they cannot afford these permit fees, especially when they do not have buy in or extra support from administration.  
Our research shows that only 1 in 10 has access to out-of-school time programming five days a week. What about the other 90% of children? What about the areas of the City where there are even fewer programs offered? Based on the two scenarios I just mentioned, we are estimating this number to get worse.  As stated in the Strategy - parents are struggling with the accessibility of after-school programs in Toronto and  all families should have access to high-quality, affordable, age appropriate out-of-school-time programs.  

We just wanted to restate some of the facts from An Opportunity for Every Child: 
The majority of parents said their main barriers to access high quality after-school programs were
· Transportation – 47% found it very hard 
· Cost – 77% of parents between <$30,000 - <60,000 income levels found it hard 
· Lack of open spaces – how many spaces stats? 
Out of those who found it hard, 71% were born outside of Canada 
So what do parents want? 
100% of parents would prefer their children in after-school programs rather than being home to that … 
· Children decrease the amount of time spent in front of media 
· Outside influences 
· Positive relationships 
· Pursue employment 
60 % of parents say that the school is their first choice to have after-school programs 
“Relationships with school boards ensures continued support” 
Instead, 9% of children at home alone after school 
 More programs are desperately needed across the city. 

Toronto’s After-school Recreation and Care (ARC) program provides 865 children ages six to 12 years in 12 Priority Neighbourhoods with an unlicensed recreation based program that is – excellent program that provides families with a safe and caring place for their children.  
We look forward to continuing to work with the City Councillors, Children’s Services, our community agencies and partners, school boards and of course parents to ensure the continued success and support of children ages 6-12 and accessible, high quality and affordable out-of-school program opportunities. 
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